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  INTRODUCTION & WELCOME 
 

 

 

On behalf of the entire Atlanta Gladiators organization, I want 

to welcome each student and faculty member to our Education Day 

Game! These engaging and education-focused day games have 

become an annual staple throughout our league, the ECHL, and are 

some of the most popular field trips and learning events across the 

country. Each year, thousands of students make travel to their 

local ECHL hockey arena to enjoy the thrill of fast-paced hockey, 

while simultaneously learning through the use of in-game 

educational presentations and interactive exhibits at the game. 

 
We have worked hard to create a student curriculum for 

participating schools and classrooms to study and work through 

prior to joining us for our Education Day Game. We hope to 

introduce a new generation of fans to the sport of hockey while 

reinforcing how sports can relate to the many subjects studied in 

school. 

 
We hope you enjoy your experience with us as part of our 

Education Day “Class of 2019”, and that you’ll become proud 

members of Gladiators Nation. 

 
GO GLADIATORS! 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Scott Henrichsen 

President 

Atlanta Gladiators 
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  HISTORY OF THE ECHL 
 

The ECHL is the premier AA Minor League Hockey Association in North 

America. Through what is traditionally referred to as a “farm system,” 

the league is aligned via affiliation agreements with the AAA level 

American Hockey League and the highest level of professional hockey, 

the National Hockey League (NHL). 

 
1988-89 

In 1988, the East Coast Hockey League (ECHL) is formed with five 

teams: the Carolina Thunderbirds, Erie Panthers, Johnstown Chiefs, 

Knoxville Cherokees, and Virginia Lancers. The league’s official logo 

featured the letters “ECHL” and five hockey sticks arranged as to 

represent the original five member teams. 

 
Mr. Patrick J. Kelly, former professional hockey player and NHL head 

coach, was named as the first Commissioner of the ECHL. Mr. Kelly 

remains heavily involved in the league today, currently serving as the 

ECHL’s Commissioner Emeritus, and can often be found visiting the 

Infinite Energy Arena to take in a Gladiators game. 

 
2003-04 

The ECHL expands into the western United States with the addition of 

seven expansion memberships. Now a 31-team league with national 

presence, the ECHL is divided into Eastern and Western conferences 

 
2017-18 

With franchise relocations, additions, and subtractions, the league 

settles into a comfortable 27 team model, and continues to focus 

on its mission as a feeder system for player development, ushering 

18 former ECHL players to their NHL debut, bringing the total 

number of league skaters to have played in the NHL to 641. 
 

ECHL teams also donated more than $3.8 million to charitable 

organizations, bringing the total league contribution 

to more than $45 million in the last 12 seasons. 4 



  HISTORY OF THE ATLANTA GLADIATORS 

 
 

 
The franchise originated as the Mobile Mysticks, playing in Mobile, 

Alabama from 1995 to 2002. After deciding to relocate to Duluth, 

Georgia, the organization suspended operations for the 2002-2003 

season to complete the move and make the necessary preparations to 

begin play. 

 
With a new team name, color scheme, and mascot, the “Gwinnett 

Gladiators” took to the ice in October of 2003. Jeff Pyle, who became 

Head Coach of the Mysticks in 1998, remained with the franchise as the 

first coach of the Gladiators. 
 

Mobile Mysticks Logo Gwinnett Gladiators Logo Atlanta Gladiators Logo 

 

On September 9th, 2015 the organization announced that, in 

consideration of the reach of their fanbase in the Metro Atlanta area, 

the team would be rebranding as the Atlanta Gladiators.  

 
The Gladiators have made the ECHL Kelly Cup Playoffs in ten of 

their fifteen seasons, including three Division Championships and 

one Conference Championship. The team advanced to the Kelly 

Cup Finals in 2006, but eventually fell to the Alaska Aces. 
 

With their 16th season set to kick off in mid-October, the 

Gladiators are excited to welcome back their original coach, 

Jeff Pyle, as Head Coach. 

 

 

 

5 



GEOGRAPHY FOR GRADES 3-5 
 

 

 
 

Match the 27 teams listed above to their city and state/province below: 
 

 Allen, Texas  Norfolk, Virginia 

 Boise, Idaho  North Charleston, South 

Carolina 

 Brampton, Ontario  Orlando, Florida 

 Cincinnati, Ohio  Portland, Maine 

 Duluth, Georgia  Rapid City, South Dakota 

 Estero, Florida  Reading, Pennsylvania 

 Fort Wayne, Indiana  St. John’s, NL 

 Glens Falls, New York  Toledo, Ohio 

 Greenville, South Carolina  Tulsa, Oklahoma 

 Independence, Missouri  West Valley City, Utah 

 Indianapolis, Indiana  Wheeling, West Virginia 

 Jacksonville, Florida  Wichita, Kansas 

 Kalamazoo, Michigan  Worcester, Massachusetts 

 Manchester, New Hampshire   

 

Full List of Team Names: Adirondack Thunder, Allen Americans, Atlanta Gladiators, Brampton Beast, Cincinnati Cyclones, 

Florida Everblades, Fort Wayne Komets, Greenville Swamp Rabbits, Idaho Steelheads, Indy Fuel, Jacksonville Icemen, 

Kalamazoo Wings, Kansas City Mavericks, Maine Mariners, Manchester Monarchs, Newfoundland Growlers, Norfolk 

Admirals, Orlando Solar Bears, Rapid City Rush, Reading Royals, South Carolina Stingrays, Toledo Walleye, Tulsa Oilers, 

Utah Grizzlies, Wheeling Nailers, Wichita Thunder, Worcester Railers. 
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  GEOGRAPHY FOR GRADES 3-5 

 
 

 
 

 

Assignment 

Using the map & chart on the previous page answer the following: 

 
1. The Gladiators play in the state of Georgia. What is the capital of 

the Gladiators home state?    
 

2. Which state has three teams in the ECHL?    
 

3. What four states have two or more teams in them?  , 

  ,  , &    
 

4. Which ECHL team is the farthest west?    
 

5. There are 2 teams in the league based outside of the United 

States. Which teams are they, and in what country do they play? 

The &                          from  . 

 
6. Are there more ECHL teams in the Northeast or Southeast region of 

the United States?    
 

7. Which team plays the farthest south of all the teams? 
 

 

8. What team is closest to the Gladiators? 
 

 

9. What is the capital city of the state that the Everblades, 

Icemen, and Solar Bears play in?                                          
 

10. What is the capital city of the state that the Swamp 

Rabbits and Stingrays play in?    
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GEOGRAPHY FOR GRADES 6-8 
 

 

 

Write the corresponding number for each ECHL team listed below in the state in which they play. 
 

1. Adirondack Thunder 

2. Allen Americans 

3. Atlanta Gladiators 

4. Brampton Beast 

5. Cincinnati Cyclones 

6. Florida Everblades 

7. Fort Wayne Komets 

8. Greenville Swamp Rabbits 

9. Idaho Steelheads 

10. Indy Fuel 

11. Jacksonville Icemen 

12. Kalamazoo Wings 

13. Kansas City Mavericks 

14. Maine Mariners 

15. Manchester Monarchs 

16. Newfoundland Growlers 

17. Norfolk Admirals 

18. Orlando Solar Bears 

19. Rapid City Rush 

20. Reading Royals 

21. South Carolina Stingrays 

22. Toledo Walleye 

23. Tulsa Oilers 

24. Utah Grizzlies 

25. Wheeling Nailers 

26. Wichita Thunder 

27. Worcester Railers 
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  GEOGRAPHY FOR GRADES 6-8 
 

 

Assignment 

The Gladiators travel to 36 away games this season, traveling as far 

as Rapid City, South Dakota and as close as Greenville, South 

Carolina. After completing the previous assignment, use the labeled 

map to answer the following: 

 
1. What states do the Gladiators have to travel through to get to a 

game against the Allen Americans?     
 

 

2. The Gladiators have traveled to Indiana to play all the teams in that 

state - how many teams will they play?    
 

3. If the Gladiators need to travel to play the Adirondack Thunder, to 

which state are they headed?    
 

4. How many states would the Gladiators play in during the season if 

they were to visit all 26 other teams in the ECHL?    
 

5. It is 773 miles from Atlanta to Reading, Pennsylvania where the 

Reading Royals arena is located. If the Gladiators went there twice in a 

season how many miles would they travel total?     
 

6. The Gladiators travel to Florida to play both the Orlando 

Solar Bears, the Jacksonville Icemen, and the Florida Everblades in 

the same weekend. Since the sun rises in the east and sets in the 

west. Which opponent’s city will experience sunrise first?    
 

7. The Brampton Beast play in Ontario, Canada. What series 

of major freshwater lakes can be found along the U.S./ 

Canada border?     

BONUS: Name the five lakes included:    
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  MATH FOR GRADES 3-5 
 

 

Math is an integral part of the game of hockey in many aspects. 

From keeping score to recording stats and updating the league 

standings, we use math and its terms regularly. 

 

MEAN 
When people say “average” they are actually talking about the “mean.” 

To figure the mean, add all of the numbers in your math problem and 

then divide by how many numbers there are. In other words, it is the 

sum divided by the count. 

 
Example: 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 = 15 

Total of numbers (15) divided by the number of numbers (5) = 3 

Answer: The mean is 3. 

 

MEDIAN 
First, put all the numbers in numerical order. If there is an odd number 

of results, then the median is the middle number. If there is an even 

number of results, then the median the becomes the mean of the two 

central numbers. 

 
Example: 4, 20, 28, 40, 50 

Answer: The median is 28 because it is the middle of the list. 

 
Example: 2, 12, 28, 30, 42, 44 

Answer: The median is 29 because in this situation, it is the 

average of 28 and 30. 

 

MODE 
The mode, if available, is the number that occurs most often 

in a set of numbers 
 

Example: 5, 8, 8, 10, 24, 43, 50 

Answer: The mode is 8 because it occurs twice. 10 



  MATH FOR GRADES 3-5 
 

 
Assignment 

Study the terms listed on the previous page. When you’re ready, 

complete the following problems: 

 
1. If Derek Nesbitt scores four goals and Darby Llewellyn scores two 

goals, what is the mean of their goals?     
 

2. Over the last five games, the Gladiators took 28, 30, 32, 34, and 36 

shots respectively. What is the mean of the number of shots taken? 
 

 

3. The Gladiators goaltender made 30, 28, and 34 saves in his last three 

starts in net. What is his median?     
 

4. The Glads accumulated 10, 14, 12, 8, and 12 penalty minutes in their 

last five games. What is the mode of the set of penalty minutes? 
 

 

5. If Atlanta wins four games in October, five in November, and six in 

December. What is their mean for wins in the first three months of the 

season?    
 

6. The Gladiators have won 22, 28, 34, 33 and 30 games over the last 

five seasons. What is the median of wins?    
 

7. The Greenville Swamp Rabbits scored 1, 4, 2, 4, 1, and 5 goals in 

their six games against the Gladiators last season. What is the 

median of their goals?    
 

8. The top five leading goal scorers in the league scored 35, 

32, 32, 29 and 28 goals. What is the mode of the goal 

scorers’ statistics?     
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  MATH FOR GRADES 6-8 
 

 

Math is an integral part of the game of hockey in many aspects. 

From keeping score to recording stats and updating the league 

standings, we use math and its terms regularly. Below are 

sample standings for the South Division. 

 

ECHL LEAGUE STANDINGS 
TEAM GP W L OTL SOL PTS 

Atlanta 72 53 13 2 4 112 

South Carolina 72 48 16 7 1 104 

Orlando 72 33 30 6 3 75 

Florida 72 32 35 2 3 69 

Jacksonville 72 26 39 4 3 59 

Norfolk 72 26 39 6 1 59 

Greenville 72 24 40 7 1 56 

LEGEND 
GP Games Played 

W Wins 

L Losses 

OTL Overtime Losses 
SOL Overtime Shootout Losses 

PTS Total Points Earned 
 

POINTS SYSTEM 
Win 2 Points 

Regulation Loss 0 Points 

Overtime Loss 1 Point 

Shootout Loss 1 Point 12 



  MATH FOR GRADES 6-8 
 

 

Assignment 

Study the standings board and terminology listed on the previous page. 

When you’re ready, complete the following problems: 

 
1. How many games does each ECHL team play during the Regular 

Season? (circle one) 

66 76 72 80 

 
2. If half of each team’s games are played on the road, how many 

games does that equate to? 

36 40 18 22 

 
3. Based on the standings provided, how did Atlanta end the season 

with 112 points? (Show your work.) 

 
4. What is the percentage of games won by the Gladiators for the 

entire season? 

 
5. South Carolina ended the season with 104 points. Of those 104, 

how many points came from games won? (Show your work.) 

 
6. What is the percentage of games lost by Florida in regulation play? 

 
7. Which team collected the fewest points in overtime losses? 

 
8. If Atlanta plays each team in their division six times in a season, 

how many games against division opponents does that equate to? 

 
9. If Atlanta won 16 of their games played against 

division opponents. What is their percentage of division 

wins? 
 

10. Atlanta scored 205 goals in the entire 72 game season. 

How many goals did they average per game?
 13

 



  SCIENCE FOR GRADES 3-5 & 6-8 
 

 
The study of science as it relates to hockey can begin with the very 

foundation of the sport - the ice. The ice surface in a hockey rink 

requires that a very specific temperature be maintained at all times to 

ensure the quality and stability of the ice. A well-preserved sheet of ice 

allows the players to skate at a competitive level and helps to ensure 

the safety of both teams. In some rinks, the temperature of the ice can 

be as low as 19°, but if it dips too low, the players have a hard time 

skating and pucks are less likely to lay flat and move quickly. 

 
Preparing and maintaining the ice plays a key role within any hockey 

organization. Here’s a look at how the ice is made: 

Step 1: A layer of dirt and gravel is put down, followed by a layer 

of foam to provide insulation against the warm ground. 

Step 2: Concrete is poured over the foam, forming a large slab. 

Step 3: Several miles of steel piping is laid atop the concrete to 

house the super coolant, which keeps the ice cold. More concrete 

is then poured around the pipes to create one solid layer. 

Step 4: A base coat of water is sprayed the length of the floor. 

Step 5: A coat of white paint is sprayed over the now frozen water, 

along with the blue and red lines needed for the hockey surface. 

Step 6: A second and final layer of water is put down, bringing the 

ice to its league standard 1” thickness. 
 

Once you have your sheet of ice, a resurfacing machine known as a 

“Zamboni” is used daily to maintain its integrity. The first ice 

resurfacer was developed by 

Mr. Frank Zamboni in 1949 in 

Paramount, California. On 

average, a Zamboni 

“travels” close to 2,000 

miles each year in the 

course of resurfacing. 
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  SCIENCE FOR GRADES 3-5 & 6-8 
 

 

Assignment 

Answer the following questions about how an ice rink surface is built 

and maintained: 

 
1. How thick is a typical ice skating rink surface?    

 

2. In what year did Frank Zamboni create the Zamboni?     
 

3. Dirt, gravel, and foam do not provide insulation to protect the ice 

from the warm ground. True False (circle one) 

 
4. The temperature of the ice can be a major factor in the speed and 

safety of a hockey game. True False (circle one) 

 
5. Paint is used to create the lines of a hockey playing surface. During 

which step in the process does the paint go down on the ice?    
 

6. What does a well-preserved sheet of ice help to ensure? 

 

                                                                                                
 

7. What is steel piping used for in the making of an ice rink?     
 

 

8. The concrete should be mixed together with the foam before 

it is applied to the rink. True False (circle one) 

 
9. What two problems can occur if the ice temperature is too cold? 

10. The ice temperature can be as low as 19 degrees at 

some rinks. True False (circle one) 
15 



  LANGUAGE ARTS FOR GRADES 3-5 
 

 

Many hockey players speak English and French. On occasion, a 

player will also know additional languages! Regardless of where 

they are from, the players follow common grammatical rules, 

definitions, and uses when speaking with the media and fans. 

 

NOUN 
A noun is used to identify a person, place, or thing. 

Example: The hockey stick was wrapped in tape. 

 

PROPER NOUN 
Proper nouns have two distinct features: They name specific one-of-a- 

kind items, and they begin with capital letters, no matter where they 

occur within a sentence. 

Example: Fan favorite Derek Nesbitt plays for the Atlanta Gladiators. 

 

PRONOUN 
Pronouns are words or phrases that may be substituted for any noun. 

Example: They decided to go to the arena. 

 

ADJECTIVE 
An adjective describes another word, normally a noun or pronoun. They 

are used to identify or describe individual people, places, and things. 

Example: The intense goaltender guarded the crowded net. 

 

ADVERB 
An adverb is a word that is used to change or qualify the 

meaning of an adjective or a verb. It tells you when, how, 

where, in what way, or to what extent. 

Example: The puck glided across the ice quickly. 
 
 
 

16 



LANGUAGE ARTS FOR GRADES 3-5 
 

 

Assignment 

Study the parts of speech found on the previous page. When you’re 

ready, look at the nouns listed below. Determine 

whether they are a person, place, or thing and 

then write the noun in the corresponding 

column on the chart. 

helmet shoulder 
pads elbow 

pad 

jersey 

 

stick 

jersey 

ice rink 

Daniel 

scoreboard 

helmet 

school 

Coach Pyle 

puck 

school 

Atlanta 

skates 

gladiator 

bus 

arena 

gloves 

lion 

goaltender 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

stick 

 

 

 

 
glove 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

shin 

pads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pants 

referee shin pad  

puck 

skates 

 

 

 

PERSON PLACE THING 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



  LANGUAGE ARTS FOR GRADES 3-5 
 

 

Read the sentences below. Circle the proper noun and replace it 

with a pronoun by writing the pronoun about the proper noun. 

 
1. Mr. Pyle is our head coach. 

 
2. The gloves are in Derek’s locker. 

 
3. Sean is the Gladiators goaltender. 

 
4. The Atlanta Gladiators play hockey at the arena. 

 
5. Ben is one of the top defensemen on the team. 

 
Read the sentences below. Circle the adjective in each sentence. 

 
1. The loud goal horn made Liz jump out of her seat. 

 
2. The funny mascot made the group of fans laugh. 

 
3. Tanner is a smart player, and always where he needs to be on the ice. 

 
4. A very pleased head coach just headed into the locker room. 

 
Read the sentences below. Circle the adverb in each sentence. 

 
1. Our home crowd always loudly welcomes the team to the ice. 

 
2. The athletic trainer carefully treats any injured players. 

 
3. Luke tries hard to swiftly catch the puck with his glove. 

 

4. The team victoriously skates off the ice. 
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  LANGUAGE ARTS FOR GRADES 6-8 
 

 

The concept of fact versus opinion is prevalent in the world of hockey. 

For instance, a reporter working for a local newspaper will write a 

story about the Gladiators that is fact-based and supported by hours of 

research. A fan, however, might write an assessment of the team and 

post their thoughts online. While the story may contain facts, the 

writing itself is an opinion piece based on the fan’s judgments. 

 
A fact is defined as “a thing that is indisputably the case” whereas an 

opinion is “a view or judgment formed about something, not necessarily 

based on fact or knowledge.” 

 
When writing, a good paper contains an introduction, body, and 

conclusion. The introduction should be where you state your thesis on 

the topic at hand, and the purpose of your paper. The body is where 

you present your arguments to support your thesis, and the conclusion 

is useful for summarizing your arguments and explaining how you have 

arrived at this particular conclusion. 

 
Assignment 

Use this page and the next to write an opinion piece on the 

following topic: The Gladiators organization believes that the team’s 

players have a responsibility to set a good example for members of 

the community. Do you AGREE or DISAGREE that sports figures 

should be viewed as role models in our society? 
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  LANGUAGE ARTS FOR GRADES 6-8 
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  PHYSICAL EDUCATION FOR GRADES 3-5 & 6-8 
 

 

Introduce your students to the game of hockey with mini lessons 

designed to teach the basic attributes of the sport. By focusing on 

only one or two skills at a time, this allows the students to build a 

basic knowledge of how to play. These mini lessons generate 

excitement about hockey that they can eventually apply within an 

actual game situation. It will also help them understand what they’re 

seeing when you join us for Education Day! 

 

SKILL STATIONS 
Skills stations give you more control over the specific moves the kids 

learn. Set up a different station for each skill you want to practice. 

One idea is a goal station where students try to make as many goals 

as possible in a set amount of time. In the beginning, skip having 

someone serve as the goaltender so that the kids may focus on proper 

form and aim. Other ideas include passing back and forth with a 

partner, defending the goal, and dribbling. Divide the kids between 

the different stations. Blow a whistle to signal the beginning and 

stopping point at each station. Students then rotate and complete 

the next station. 

 

CIRCLE PASSING 
This group game lets students practice their passing and stopping 

skills. Have everyone stand in a large circle with at least one foot 

of space on either side to provide enough room to maneuver the 

hockey sticks. One player passes the floor hockey puck to another 

player on the circle. That player stops the puck with his stick and 

gets it under control. He then passes the puck to another player 

in the circle. Encourage the kids to keep the puck moving 

at a fast pace. For more of a challenge, add another puck 

to force the students to pay close attention. 
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  PHYSICAL EDUCATION FOR GRADES 3-5 & 6-8 
 

 

CONTROL COURSE 
Use orange cones to mark a path for students to practice their stick 

control for hockey. Set up several different cone paths to keep the 

kids moving more. The students should move the puck back and forth 

through the cones using the hockey stick. The goal is to keep the 

puck under control the entire time. Encourage the kids to pick up 

speed as they move through the course. For additional practice, add 

a goal at the end of each lane so the kids can shoot a goal. 

 

MINI HOCKEY GAME 
A mini floor hockey game gives students the chance to practice 

putting all the skills together in a scaled-down version of the real 

thing. Divide the players into two teams, with each team lined up on 

its sideline. The first six players for each team should take a position 

on the court. The players stay in the game until a goal is scored. The 

next six players enter the game as the first six players for each team 

head to the end of the line. Goaltenders are an optional element of 

the mini game. We suggest you begin without goalies in place, then 

add an extra element of skill to the work by mixing in a netminder. 
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  GLADIATORS GAME DAY EVENTS 
 

IN-GAME ELEMENTS 
The goal of the Gladiators Education Day Game is to not only teach 

students in Metro Atlanta about the game of hockey in advance of 

the game, but to continue that education once they’ve arrived. One 

element of the game day experience will be informative videos aired 

during different stoppages in play. We understand that the game day 

experience has the potential to be overstimulating for students, so if 

you’d like to share the videos with your class before or after you 

attend the game, we’d love for you to do so! (Copy & paste links into your browser address bar.) 

 

Newton’s 3 Laws of Motion 

http://www.nbclearn.com/science-of-nhl-hockey/cuecard/56615 

 

Kinematics 
http://www.nbclearn.com/science-of-nhl-hockey/cuecard/56612 

 

Hockey Geometry 
http://www.nbclearn.com/science-of-nhl-hockey/cuecard/56922 

 

Work, Energy, & Power 
http://www.nbclearn.com/science-of-nhl-hockey/cuecard/56603 

 

Reflexes & Reaction Time 
http://www.nbclearn.com/science-of-nhl-hockey/cuecard/56600 
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  ATLANTA GLADIATORS FUNDRAISER INFORMATION 
 

 

Over fifteen seasons, the Gladiators have offered countless opportunities for schools 

to raise money. From singing the National Anthem, Canadian Anthem, or God Bless 

America, to coming out for a Family Night, our hope is that you will consider this as an 

option for your school. 

 

Here is how our program works: 

Plan A: The Gladiators set up an online discount ticket code for your school. Families 

and friends order tickets online easily and securely for the game date you choose to hold 

your event. Tickets for the experience are only $17 Premium level seating or $15 for End 

Zone or Attack Zone seating and are all seated in one large block (depending on the 

package selected), allowing everyone to enjoy the game together. Once the order 

deadline has passed (approximately 24 hours before the game) the tickets are emailed 

directly to the families. That means there’s no need for the school to collect money or 

distribute tickets! Each school will have a dedicated Account Executive there to help 

facilitate the event and answer any questions or concerns. (Minimum 50 tickets must be sold for school 

to receive fundraiser money. Breakdown of fundraiser return listed below less applicable sales tax. Fundraiser checks are 

presented after your event.) 

 

Examples: 

50-99 tickets sold = $3/ticket  100-299 tickets sold = $5/ticket    300+ tickets sold= $7/ticket  

 

Plan B: Your school purchases fundraiser vouchers (minimum of 50) at a cost of  

$10 each.  You can then re-sell those vouchers at your school office, PTO 

functions, sporting events, etc. for whatever price point you choose. 

 
 

If you would like further information on how to plan a success fundraiser 

with the Gladiators, please contact our Front Office at 770-497-5100! 
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